THE SCOTTISH POLITICAL ECONOMY TRADITION PROJECT

1. Purpose
The overall aim of this project is

to contribute to a re-orientation of economic studies in Scotland and elsewhere
by drawing on important elements of a Scottish tradition in such work.

We set out to further that aim by exploring the nature, history and current and future
relevance of the Scottish political economy tradition (SPET). This involves a number
of strands of enquiry:

. Consideration of what is entailed in a tradition

. study of the work of the early Scottish political economists and the
environment which conditioned their approach to the subject

. study of the subsequent development of the subject in Scotland and in the
work of those trained in Scotland

. chronicling of the institutional/cultural [especially educational] context
within which economics has been taught and practiced in Scotland

. assessing the degree to which SPET is still in evidence, in Scotland and
in other national traditions influenced by the Scottish tradition

. examining the relationship between SPET and the policy application of
theory

. examining the relationship between the philosophy of science implicit in
SPET and modern methodological debates

. pursuing economic studies ourselves which draw on the SPET

Crucial to this programme of work is the dissemination of our findings through the
formal channels of seminar and conference presentations and of academic publication
in journal and book form; through teaching; and though web-based resources.

2. Personnel

Lead researchers:

Professor A C Dow, Glasgow Caledonian Business School; Senior Research Fellow
of SCEME

Professor S C Dow, Department of Economics, University of Stirling; Director of
SCEME

A Hutton, Glasgow Caledonian Business School; Senior Research Fellow of SCEME

Research assistance: M Keaney (1994-96) and J Donald (1997), (1997-98)
Editorial assistance: J Donald (1997), (1997-98); A Nye (1998); K Taylor-Duncan
(1998-9)
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D. Discussion Papers:
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